HOW TO DBQ
DOCUMENT BASED QUESTION THESIS STATEMENT

*Do not simply reword the question, give examples.  Your thesis statement is basically a map of what you are going to talk about.

Step 1 – Provide an answer to the prompt.

Step 2 – Provide areas of categorizations (do you groupings)
Step 3 – Use examples from the documents to support your thesis :You can use documents, maximum 2 in your thesis statement. If you are examining positive vs. negative effects of something, give one positive example and one negative example. Likewise if you are examining economic and political causes or effects then give an example of each in your thesis statement. For example, “a primary cause of the Russian Revolution was feeling of resentment to the Tsar, who many felt didn’t know what was happening in his own country” (Doc 3)

Step 4 - It looks good to make a transition from your thesis to the main body of your essay. One easy way of doing this is to suggest, describe and justify the inclusion of an additional document as part of the last sentence. Start that sentence with something like, “To better understand the changes that occurred…..” or “To better understand the differences between these two societies…”

Main Body

You should have 3 or more groupings. Follow your thesis statement for the order of your grouping paragraphs. E,g if you said, “ there were violent and peaceful responses to imperialism in Africa” then it would be logical that your first paragraph of your main body be about violent responses. 

IMPORTANT!! Here are the most common mistakes you should avoid.  

1. restating the content of the document is NOT the same as analysis.

2. After you have stated the content explain how it answers the question……. 

· For example, ….This means that, therefore it is clear that…. therefore this shows that, this tells us that…. This is useful because…..

3. Identifying the source of the document in the essay does NOT constitute POV
· Choose a document that clearly has a POV, and one that you can clearly indicate a different interpretation of the information. For example, document 5 gives a very strong opinion that the effects were negative – why? Look at the title of the passage “the crimes of Christopher Columbus” and the name D’Souza. What does this tell us about how culture, gender and position can influence a person’s perspective? 

· Or often you can look at the date on the document. To explain this in very simple terms image there are two documents:

1. “When I met Hitler he seemed highly intelligent and capable. I think Hitler will be a wonderful leader for Germany.” (A letter written in 1934 by a British Politician)
2. “The first time I met Hitler my impression of him was very disagreeable, I could sense he was not a good man.” (A letter written in 1954 by a British Politician)
· CLEARLY THE DATE IS IMPORTANT IN THIS CASE FOR FORMING THE AUTHORS POV.

4. Referencing the documents

Use (doc 4) at the end of a sentence and never do this (doc 6,7,8,9) – it is lazy and simply lists without showing analysis. 

5. Additional documents

Think about what kind of document would be helpful?

· A letter (public, private, a response)

· A survey or poll

· A diary

Think about who the author of the document should be?

· A person from a section of society not represented in the docs

· BUT YOU MUST SAY WHY THAT PERSON WOULD BE USEFUL IN HELPING YOU ANSWER THE QUESTION!!

· Be sure to explain why this document would add to your analysis ‘This kind of document would be useful in understanding the positive and negative effects of the Columbian Exchange as it would ……..’

· OR

· ‘A document of this type would be useful in understanding the positive and negative effects of the Columbian Exchange as it would ……..
· REMEMBER - There is no such thing as ‘a normal person’ or ‘a regular person’

