The Basic Economic Problem
Survival Activity
You have been shipwrecked at night on a small, uninhabited desert island many miles from anywhere else. All you have with you are the nightclothes you were wearing as you slept on the ship.

The next day one of your group climbs the mountain at the centre of the island and then draws the map below. Fresh spring water gushes from the side of the mountain and many different fruits grow across the island. The sea around the island is very deep but has an abundance of different fish species.

During the day it is very hot and thunderstorms often occur in the late afternoon. At night the skies clear and it gets very cold.

Your task is to survive long enough to be rescued. This may take a month or more depending on how quickly a search and rescue team can locate you.

· What items will you need and what will you need to do to survive? 

· What problems will you need to overcome that may otherwise prevent you from gathering or making all the things you need? [image: ]


Possible Answers
What we will need to survive on the island
· The need to grow food, hunt or gather food.
· Collect water
· Gather wood to produce fire for warmth and cooking
· Make clothing from animal skins or the wool from sheep
· Build shelters from the cold and thunderstorms
· Develop a way of communicating with passing aircraft or ships for rescue 

Non-essential goods / not available on the island
· Medicine
· Mobile phones
· iPods
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