OPVL Analysis Chart

CATEGORY

ANALYSIS

ORIGIN

Who? Who produced the source (origin)?

- Can you make some assumptions about this person? What
class do they come from? What political party? A gender?

When? When was it produced (origin)?

- What prompted the author to write this piece? What event led
to its publication or development?

Where? Where was it produced (origin)?

= How might a report on a Seisen v ISSH volleyball game be
reported differently in the Seisen and ISSH school
newspapers?

PURPOSE

Why? What is the source's purpose (purpose)?

- In what ways does he convey this message? How would you
perceive the speaker giving this speech? What is the
document saying?

For Whom? Who was the intended audience of the source

(purpose)?

=> Does the speaker identify an audience? What assumptions
can you make about the audience? Is it a mixed racial/gender
group? What social class? Political party? Who was the
document created for? Are there any words or phrases that
are unusual or different? Why is the speaker using this type of
language? What is the mode of delivery?

VALUE

What does it say? What can we as historians learn from this

source (content)?

- Does the author represent a particular ‘side’ of a controversy
or event? Bias? (Origin)

- Isit a primary source? An eyewitness account? (Origin)

- Can you trust the author? Did they have a motive? (Purpose)

-> A secondary source. Who are the readers? Is it thoroughly
researched? (Purpose & Origin)

LIMITATIONS

This is the tricky part.....

Does the author have personal involvement in the event or
topic? (Origin)

Who produced it? When? Other events that might have
influenced the portrayal in the cartoon? (Origin)

What type of source is it? Primary or secondary? (Origin)
Why was it produced? Propaganda? To incite a reaction? A
defence? An accusation?
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