
Japan’s Three 
Treasures



What do you know about Shinto?

The Basics of Shinto

● Wash hands and mouth before praying
● Shrines are places of prayer
● Must respect nature
● Everything in nature has a spirit
● Loyalty to society is important (more than the 

individual)
● A person can believe in Shinto and other religions 

(they don’t have to choose one)
● 1868 the Meiji Restoration declared Shinto the state 

religion of Japan .

 



Comparing Buddhism, 
Confucianism and Shintoism
Organise the following statements into the appropriate 
sections of your venn diagram to help you get started. 

● Teaches a person how to be “good”
● People offer food to gods or goddesses

● The goal is Enlightenment
● Strong emphasis on the importance of nature
● Both belief systems based off ‘myth’ or story

● Originated in China
● Have a distinct place of worship

● Polytheistic
● Creation myth based on gods and goddesses lineage
● Based on the wisdom of one man and his teachings

● Temples
● Strict moral code based on everyone's place in society



Basics of Confucianism
Confucius taught people five basic ideas about behavior:

1. Always be considerate to others and maintain harmony  = 
Group more important than the individual

2. Respect your ancestors. = Know your place in society
3. The 5 relationships (a) father and son (loving / 

reverential) (b) elder brother and younger brother 
(gentle / respectful) (c) husband and wife (good / 
listening) (d) older friend and younger friend (considerate 
/ deferential) (e) ruler and subject (benevolent / loyal)

4. One should do well and make the family name known and 
respected: bring honor to your family.

5. Everyone has obligations to perform whether they want 
to or not

How can we see some of these teachings in Japanese society?

 Moshiwake arimasen - “no excuses (can justify my actions and I apologize)”



Basics of Buddhism

1. Reincarnation and karma
2. The world is full of suffering
3. Dont hurt others, respect others rights and property.
4. Do not think evil thoughts
5. Cause of all suffering is craving, stop craving and suffering will 

cease
6. Do not believe in the Judeo-Christian God, although some 

Buddhists may pray to Buddha
7. No creator God
8. Buddhist funeral rites were introduced from outside, and are 

meant to help the deceased make a transition from life to 
afterlife, and to reincarnation should it not escape from the 
cycle of rebirth.

9. In 1638 all Japanese households were required to register with 
a temple as members of the Buddhist faith - The beginnings of 
the Koseki Tohon (Family Register)

10. Influence on Japanese architecture and the Arts
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