
Criterion C: Critical Thinking 
 

Critical thinking is worth ​12 points​ which equals 35% of your overall grade so it is 
important that you understand what you need to do and what to avoid in order to get the 
points. 

RQ: To what extent was nationalism the main cause of WWI? 

Element What does this mean? 

The sources / methods 
used in the 
development of the 
argument presented are 
appropriate. 
 

Example of what to do: 
● Use JSTOR, Questia 
● Google scholar 
● Use a variety of sources 

Example of what ​not​ to do: 
● Conduct a survey 
● Fiction 
● Rely on textbooks - content too broad 
● Rely on Google and the 3 click rule 
● Rely heavily on one source. 

The discussion of the 
research develops a 
clear and coherent 
reasoned argument in 
relation to the research 
question. 
 

Example of what to do: 
● Outline 
● Sub-headings, e.g. introduction, methodology (if 

appropriate), main body, conclusion 
● Indent paragraphs - Point, Evidence, Balance, 

Analysis 
● Determine the importance and relevance of 

arguments and ideas 
 
Example of what ​not​ to do: 

● Do it the night before 
● Do it in blocks of time 

The analysis of the 
research is effective 
and focused ​on​ the 
research question. 
 

Example of what to do: 
● RQ: Is Aika a nice person?  

○ “In her free time Aika spends her time with 
the homeless in Shinjuku performing ballet 
for their entertainment.” (Swati 67) 

○ Therefore it is clear that​ Aika is willing 
sacrifice her own free time, despite her busy 
schedule as a an IB student to bring light to 
the world of those less ​fortunate. 

■ This proves ……. 
■ So we can see …... 

Once per paragraph 
Example of what ​not​ to do: 

● List quotes and facts.  
 

There is a critical 
evaluation of the 

Example of what to do: 
● Assess the point of view of the author. Are they 



arguments presented in 
the essay. 
 

likely to have that opinion due to age, gender, 
occupation, background, etc??? ​Question the 
methodology of the author. 

 
Example of what ​not​ to do: 

● Say that it is bias 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



EVALUATE SOURCES: STOP AND THINK  
 
RQ: To what extent has the government of Japan’s Premium Friday initiative been 
successful in boosting consumption? 
 
Source 1 
According to the government-affiliated Premium Friday Campaign Council, 76.4 percent 
of some 1,600 firms and organizations were willing to join the move. As of Wednesday, 
2,342 had applied to use the official logo promoting the campaign, it said. 
 

Premium Friday Campaign Council, February 2017 
 

Authority  
● Who wrote the book, article, or website?  Expert? 
● If there isn't an author listed, is the information authored by a government, 

corporate, or non-profit agency?  
● Is the agency or organization recognized in the field in which you are studying, 

and is it suitable to address your topic?  
 
Objectivity  

● What is the author’s point of view?  
● Is the information biased?  
● Is the evidence presented as fact or opinion?  

 
Date  

● When was this source written or published?  
 
Accuracy  

● Do other sources verify this information?  
● Does the author include a bibliography or links to other websites? 
● What types of sources are cited?  

 
Relevance/Coverage  

● Is the information detailed?  
● Does the source answer your questions? 

 
Source 2 
“A survey conducted by market research firm Intage Inc. showed that only 2.5 percent of 
the respondents said their company will be introducing Premium Friday in February.” 
 

MAGDALENA OSUMI, ​The Japan Times, February 29th 2017 
 

 
 
 



Source 3 
“As a result of Premium Friday restaurants, bars and cinema’s in Shinjuku reported a 
17% increase in sales last Friday” 
 

Mitchell Thomas, Daily Mainichi, February 28th, 2017 
Comments: 

Good Bad 

 
 
 

 

 
Source 2 
Comments: 
 

Good Bad 

 
 
 

 

 
Source 3 
Comments: 
 

Good Bad 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Evaluation of Your Methodology 
 
Evaluation your methodology should come in the main body of your essay and not as a 
separate section. 
 

How were your results achieved? Explain how your data was collected or 
generated. Why did you chose a particular 
source/s to work with? 

Your example: 
 
Though both Mcdermott and Higgins are in agreement it must be noted that they were 
both……….. 
 

How reliable was your chosen method 
or source material? 

Discuss the validity and reliability of the 
method used to generate your findings as 
well as any steps to give a fuller picture. E.g. 
using a variety of sources 

Your example: 
 
As Buza is writing in a memoir, 30 years after the event it is possible that………. 
 

Was there another approach that 
could have been followed? 

You could acknowledge the limitations or 
issues with your chosen method by 
acknowledging the existence of  an 
alternative approach which could yield a 
different conclusion. 

Your example: 
 
This paper acknowledges that this evaluation is limited by its reliance on ……. 
 
 

 
 
RQ: Would increasing the production of automotive products increase Posco Japan’s 
profitability? 
 
 
The BCG Matrix suggests that profitability 
would increase by the increase of 
production; however, it should be 
considered that the BCG Matrix only 
considers market share and growth, 
ignoring other factors that may be important 
to appraise. Also, although the Matrix 



classifies products into 4 distinct categories, which is too simplistic. It should also be 
noted that high market share does not guarantee profitability 
 
 
Force Field Analysis 
 
The difference of sums of driving and restraining 
forces is  7, which further supports that Posco 
should implement the change. However, it is 
important to note that the driving and restraining 
factors given are qualitative and subjective. Also, the 
weightings for each factor are only estimates and 
may not be accurate. 
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