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The Essay Outline
Analytical Essays

This is a conventional ways of setting up an analytical essay. IT IS VERY FORMULAIC.

Once you are comfortable with the formula and you can do it, then you can break away from the mold and develop some voice and style.

1. Basic Structure

Introduction—Thesis and Definitions
Section I –Topic Sentence (TS)
· Concrete Detail (CD) + Commentary (CM)
· Concrete Detail (CD) + Commentary (CM)
· Concrete Detail (CD) + Commentary (CM)
· Concluding Sentence (CS)

Section II – Topic Sentence (TS)
· Concrete Detail (CD) + Commentary (CM)
· Concrete Detail (CD) + Commentary (CM)
· Concrete Detail (CD) + Commentary (CM)
· Concluding Sentence (CS)

Section III – Topic Sentence (TS)
· Concrete Detail (CD) + Commentary (CM)
· Concrete Detail (CD) + Commentary (CM)
· Concrete Detail (CD) + Commentary (CM)
· Concluding Sentence (CS)

Conclusion—Connections, Inferences, Conclusions based on thesis/analysis

2. Concrete Detail (CD) + Commentary (CM)
· CD + CM in one sentence with CM explaining CD
· Second CM sentence that analyzes CD and ties it to thesis 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
The basic essay structure for a  5 paragraph expository essay.  Each CD would be followed by at least two CMs that analyze the CD and connect it to the Thesis.

Thesis ____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Body TS 1 _________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Body 1 CD A _______________________________________________________
Body 1 CD B _______________________________________________________
Body 1 CD C _______________________________________________________


Body TS 2 _________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Body 2 CD A _______________________________________________________
Body 2 CD B _______________________________________________________
Body 2 CD C _______________________________________________________


Body TS 3 _________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Body 3 CD A _______________________________________________________
Body 3 CD B _______________________________________________________
Body 3 CD C _______________________________________________________
