Think Literacy: Skimming and Scanning

Reading and Research Skills


Skimming
· Skimming means to read quickly to get the main idea of a paragraph, page, chapter, and a few details (but not all of them) 

· Skimming helps you get a basic idea of the topic

· After skimming you can easily decide if you what you are reading will help you with research

· Skimming is done by reading the first and last sentence of a paragraph (if you have a lot of paragraphs to read); look over charts, diagrams, and pictures

· DO NOT READ EVERY WORD

Scanning
· Scanning means to move your eyes quickly down a page to find one specific detail 

· Scanning helps you find a single fact quickly (such as a name, a date, a word)

· You don’t have to understand everything you read

· Scanning is done by understanding how a text is arranged title, subheadings, graphs, charts, pictures, etc; move your eyes quickly down the page to find a key word

Name: ______________________________


